
"I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch that 
doesn't produce fruit, and he prunes the 
branches that do bear fruit so they will 
produce even more. 3 You have already been 
pruned for greater fruitfulness by the message 
I have given you. 4 Remain in me, and I will 
remain in you. For a branch cannot produce 
fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you 
cannot be fruitful apart from me. 5 "Yes, I 
am the vine; you are the branches. Those who 
remain in me, and I in them, will produce 
much fruit. For apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6 Anyone who parts from me is 
thrown away like a useless branch and 
withers. Such branches are gathered into a 
pile to be burned. 7 But if you stay joined to 
me and my words remain in you, you may ask 
any request you like, and it will be granted! 8 
My true disciples produce much fruit. This 
brings great glory to my Fatherò.    

--John 15:1-8 (NLT) 

Nothing encourages us like hope 
that gives a vision beyond the daily 
challenges of life.  We live in a time of 
great opportunity in the 21st century.  
The Gospel message is going out into the 
world and reaching millions.  It is the 
Good News that our sins are forgiven, 
that we all have a new start because of 
Jesus sacrifice for us on the cross.  But 
when you think of it, its only good news 
if thereôs bad news to contrast it to.  
Thatôs the problem.  The world of the 
21st century is one of increasing 
complexity and decreasing depth.  
Militant atheism is on the attack against 
worship of any other God than us.  We 

have constant access to more data than 
we can possibly assimilate; yet wisdom is 
as elusive as ever.  Book reading is down 
and Facebook is up.  People constantly 
connected and chronically lonely. 
Everybody wants to be known; yet there 
is little time for actual relationships.  
Scheduling time with a friend can take 
weeks given sports, work commitments 
and constant intrusion of the urgent. 

What would it be like to look back 
a year from now and see your life and the 
lives of those closest to you changed by 
the power of God's Spirit?  Thatôs exactly 
the image Jesus gives us in the vine and 
branches.  When I was in Israel a year 
ago, our team stopped and had a 
teaching session as we sat on the ground 
in a vineyard in the north of Israel.  The 
vines were well tended, propped up with 
a rock under each so the branches were 
off the ground to prevent rotting of the 
fruit when it ripened. 

4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. 
For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is 
severed from the vine, and you cannot be 
fruitful apart from meò 

The source of a fruitful, meaningful, 
transformed life is Jesus.  Worshiping 
Him with our lives, our thoughts, 
money, investment of energy is a way to 
be connected with Him.  Growing with 
your fellow ñbranchesò is a way to 
encourage each other and help us be 
more fruitful.  Serving Jesus by giving 
ourselves to other through 
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communicating the Gospel in word and deeds makes 
the Good News real to others, not something only for 
Sunday morning in the church sanctuary.   

5 "Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who 
remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For 
apart from me you can do nothing. 

This is not a self-help program with Jesus as a 
facilitator.  It is a dependant life on the Life-Giver.  We 
canôt do anything of significance in the eternal sense 
without our Lord.  We can be active, constantly working 
and still lead lives of futility if our source of life is 
something or someone other than Jesus.  When we 
make anything else ñultimateò, that ñgodò will fail us in 
the end and we pay a high price for our idol worship.  
Thatôs what Jesus means by saying, òapart from me you 
can do nothingò.   

 6 Anyone who parts from me is thrown away like a useless 
branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to 
be burned. 
Isnôt that kind of harsh?  We might as well say an 

unfavorable but accurate diagnosis is harsh.  Without 
the One for whom we are made, we wither in this 
world.  We stay close to Jesus, and then we drift.  We 
sense the lostness and we come back like the Prodigal 
son. 

 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. 
Notice the promise is not that Jesus will be with us, 

but that He promises to be in us.  Just like a vine, the 
life of God runs in and through us when we are with 
Him.  When Jesus takes residence in our thoughts and 
His love directs our desires and affections, His life flows 
in us.  Itôs not the life that is limited by stock markets, 
family relationships or our own aspirations for 
ourselves.  It is something entirely different.  The 
eternal life the Bible speaks of is the life of a love-
relationship with Jesus that we experience here and 
now, with the added joy that it will go on forever.  Our 

lives in the Vine will not end here at our death, but will 
go on forever in physicality- a new heaven and a new 
earth is coming to us.  Isnôt that great news?! 

 7 But if you stay joined to me and my words remain in 
you, you may ask any request you like, and it will be granted! 8 

My true disciples produce much fruit. This brings great glory to 
my Fatherò. 

So what exactly are we supposed to do to remain in 
Jesus? What does it look like?   It  looks like a vineyard.  
We are together, joined to Jesus, getting our strength, 
joy and purpose from him, and producing fruit.  Love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control are the fruit.  These things 
can change environments, influence world leaders and 
company policies.  The fruit of the Holy Spirit can 
communicate the Gospel in environments restricted by 
political correctness, because as St. Paul says, thereôs no 
law against this fruit (Galatians 5:22).  Itôs the way we 
live that is as fruit bearing as what we do.  People will 
remember our character long after our 
accomplishments. 

ñThis brings great glory to my Fatherò. 
Glory is not a word we use much.  You donôt see an 

organizationôs mission statement say, ñOur mission is to 
bring glory to our companyôô.  But ñgloryò is a powerful 
word.  It means to magnify, celebrate and praise 
someone.  It carries the force of accurately representing 
God.  We do it by being so connected to Jesus that His 
life lives in us and people can see it and hear it reflected 
in how we live and what we say.  If Jesus is the vine and 
you and I are the branches, most of the time we wonôt 
know weôre glorifying Him- it will come out as naturally 
as grapes on a well-tended Vine. 

 
The Peace of Jesus be with you this summer.  

Robin+ 

(Continued from page 1) 

Intercessory Prayer Letter  

Requests can now be submitted by email at a secure 
site, prayer_request@his-star.org, or written and left in 
the prayer request box in the Gathering Place (across 
from the vesting room).  All prayer requests are col-
lected after the Sunday morning services and prepared 
for Monday morning mailing. For more information 
or questions, contact Faith Fisler at 703-591-6645 or 
email her at mizfiz@erols.com. 
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On July 17, a delegation of 27 Compassion advo-
cates, sponsors and their friends and family will depart 
for Tanzania, East Africa for an 11-day trip that will 
change lives ï the lives of those that travel and of those 
who will host and meet the travelers. 

Among this delegation will be a group of nine from 
Church of the Epiphany: 

Babette Arnold 
Darby Arnold (and friend, Jennifer Corser) 
Stephanie Green 
Gabrielle Tucker 
Terri Carvey 
Harlan Carvey 
Kylie Dougherty (and friend, Ashley Smith) 

This group will be visiting Compassion project cen-
ters and churches, seeing the work of the Compassion  
Child Survival Program( that benefits moms, babies and 
toddlers), visiting children and caregivers at HIV/AIDS 
cottage homes,  and most exciting é meeting our spon-
sored children! 

We want to remind all Compassion sponsors with 
children in Tanzania that if you would like to send a 
little something to your child, please deliver your gift to 
the church by Saturday, July 10th (place in the Compas-

sion box in the workroom ). Please be sure it is clearly 
labeled with your childôs name and number as well as 
your sponsor number. Donated school supplies for the 
projects we will visit are also most welcome. A supply 
wish list will be published in early July. 

If you are interested in sponsoring a child through 
Compassion, child information packets will be available 
at church the first two weeks of July. If you choose a 
child from Tanzania, we can deliver a gift to your new 
child for you!! 

Those who are traveling have received a prayer calen-
dar with specific prayers to reflect on leading up to the 
trip. We would like to share a few of those prayers with 
you and ask you all to please join us in praying: 

§ for healthy and safe travels for our team 

§ for us to love and encourage those we meet and be a 
light to those who donôt yet know Jesus 

§ for us to lead by example  and embrace the opportu-
nity  to minister to the children, families and 
churches of Tanzanian communities 

§ for us to witness God working  during this vision 
trip in ways that will imprint our hearts, impact our 
spirit and last a lifetime 

Associate Rector Search Update  

I would like to provide the Epiphany Family with an update from the search committee for an Associate Rector. 
Our charter is to assist the Rector in identifying potential candidates for this position. The core committee consists 
of myself, Babette Arnold and Dennis McNeely   This provides a representative from the staff, the leadership and 
the laity. When a candidate is identified we review their resume, consult with leaders in the Epiphany family, 
CANA and the ADV and conduct an initial phone interview. If the candidate seems promising we invite them to 
visit us at Epiphany and join us in Sunday worship. Hopefully you were present this past Sunday to meet our first 
candidate, Father Jim Beavers, and hear him preach a wonderful sermon. If you missed this opportunity, his ser-
mon should be available on the Epiphany website. I encourage you to contact me by email or directly on Sunday 
mornings should you have any questions or suggestions. More importantly, I ask for your prayers. I remain confi-
dent that through prayer God will answer us by providing the right Priest. This will all occur in His time, not ours. 
Be patient, keep praying and know that God already knows the answers we seek.  

 

Your brother in Christ,  

Mark Oliphant 
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Greetings to the Epiphany family, 

Well, obviously it has been an ex-
citing and eventful month. We are 
excited about the rejuvenation of the 
New Members class and the kick start 
of leadership training for Small Group 
Leaders. 

The Vestry continues its discussion 
on strategic vision with an eye toward 
narrowing the focus of the plan and 
assigning a smaller group or groups to 
be responsible to develop a road map 
for Epiphany. 

We were all confronted by the ad-
verse decision by the Virginia Supreme 
Court. As Fr. Robin said, we have 
been praying for Godôs will to be done 
in this and so, we have to accept the 
results of the deliberations of the Vir-
ginia Supreme Court. But, itôs not 
over.  This bump in the road may be a 
part of God's greater plan. The out-
come is uncertain but there is still op-
portunity for victory, if it is Godôs will. 

Let us be faithful in depending on 
His sovereign grace and pray without 
ceasing that His will prevails. 

Thanks to you all for your gener-
ous support during our stewardship 
season. The vestry will be working on 
Epiphanyôs budget over the next few 
weeks. 

In His grip, 

Dennis McNeely 

Lisa Ellis 

The  

Wardensô  

Corner 

 Vestry & Officers  
Senior Warden  ..... Dennis McNeely 
Junior Warden  .................. Lisa Ellis 
Chancellor ..................... David Reed 
Registrar ....................... Tom Conlon 
Worship .................. Ross Cummings 
 ................................. George Hamlin 
Education ..................... Roger Kodat 
Hospitality ........................ Bill Fetzer 
Small Groups ............. Gin Edmunds 
Lay Care Giving..... Sandra Stoddard 
 ................................... Steve Mentzer 
Parish Events ........... George Hamlin 
 .......................................... Bill Fetzer 
Outreach .................... Steve Mentzer 
Membership and Evangelism ............ 
 ...................................... Dave Bassert 
Buildings & Grounds ... David Reed 
 ..................................... Tom Conlon 

Vestry Appointed Officers  

Finance .......................... Scott Reiter 
Treasurer................. Charlie Monroe 
Assistant Treasurer ......... Tom Miller 

Have Fun and Enrich Your Marriage Through 10 Great Dates!  

So what are you doing Saturday nights?  Has finding 
childcare been ñMission Impossible?ò  The Marriage 
Mentors of Epiphany are sponsoring 10 Great Dates to 
Energize Your Marriage.  The program will run in the 
Great Hall on the second and fourth Saturday nights 
each month from 6:00 to 8:30 PM, through October 
23rd.    

We offer free child care, and kick-off each of your 
private dates with a short video (approximately 10-12 
minutes) that suggests marriage-enriching topics to dis-
cuss on your date. Topics include how to: choose a high-
priority marriage, communicate, resolve disagreements, 
encourage each other, build a creative love life, and bal-
ance roles of parent and partner.  Watch the video and 
have a romantic evening with just the two of you - the 
rest of the family can stay with us until 8:30 pm!  The 
first three dates are foundational, so we will also re-show 
those videos as needed.  Each week is a separate topic, so 
come to one or all of the evenings. 

The videos and companion book are a program cre-
ated by marriage experts David and Claudia Arp.  The 

program has helped thousands of couples around the 
world enrich their marriage with memory-making eve-
nings.  Whether newly wed or newly retired, quiver full 
or empty nest; sandwich generation or gen-x, parents of 
toddlers, or parents of teens,  your marriage will benefit 
from the investment in great dates.  To get the most out 
of this offering, please sign up in the Gathering Place, 
try to get the book 10 Great Dates to Energize Your 
Marriage, by David Arp (ISBN: 0310210917)  and try to 
read the chapter corresponding to the date topic before 
you arrive.  The cost is minimal, but the return is great!   

Are you looking for a way to reach your 
neighbor?  Research tells us that our unchurched 
neighbors look to the church for help in family and mar-
riage areas.  10 Great Dates is a non-threatening way to 
introduce them to the church and our many re-
sources.  Ask them to join you in signing up! 

Further information is available by calling Keith and 
Carole Menzel (703) 709-7612, emailing the Menzels at 
mentor.menzel@verizon.net, or browsing the Arpsô web-
site, www.marriagealive.com/10dates/index.cfm.  

mailto:mentor.menzel@verizon.net
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A Letter from Bishop Bena  

My Dear Brothers and Sisters of Epiphany, 
Robin and the staff of Epiphany invited me to a 

meeting with them last month to talk about the recent 
resignation of Luke Lucas. It was a polite, honest ex-
change. We all love Luke and Pat, so we shared our feel-
ings of sorrow for them and the pain they are experienc-
ing. In the process of the conversation, we ñopened the 
doorò to a very confusing and complicated issue in the 
Church today: divorce. 

Approximately half of all people sitting in the pews of 
Christian churches are divorced or closely related to 
someone who is divorced. So how do we deal with that 
fact in light of the words of Jesus when He said, 
ñtherefore shall a man leave his mother and father and 
cleave to his wife, and the two become one flesh. What 
God has joined together, let not man put asunder.ò  
Theologians and ethicists have studied this issue over the 
last two thousand years, and enough volumes to fill a 
library have been written about it. But even with all the 
study and prayer, weôre still confused about divorce. And 
when a pastor and his wife separate, it adds to the confu-
sion a hundredfold. 
Iôm reminded of a discussion between Colonel Henry 

Blake and Hawkeye Pierce in the M.A.S.H. series as 
Hawkeye railed against the futility of war and the crazi-
ness of doctors patching up the wounded so they could 
return to combat to be shot up again. Henry responded 
with, ñWell, Hawkeye, I donôt know how to explain it all. 
All I know is what they taught us in Army Doc school. 
Rule One: war happens and people die. Rule Two: doc-
tors canôt change Rule One.ò Iôm tempted to use the 
same easy logic with you. ñRule One: divorce happens 
and people get hurt. Rule Two: bishops canôt do much 
to change Rule One.ò 

But of course we have other rules from Scripture that 
are not as facile. Rule One: Christian marriage is a life-
long covenant between a man and a woman. Rule Two: 
If a marriage gets in trouble, the couple is supposed to 
do everything they can to save the marriage. Rule Three: 
in todayôs complex world with marriages under assault as 
never before, church leaders need to model and teach 
the sanctity of Christian marriage as never before. 

Still, Christian marriages end in divorce. Even clergy 
marriages end in divorce sometimes. Our response as 
parishioners when that happens runs the gamut from a 
nonchalant ñOh, welléò to an angry shunning of the 
couple. Most of us are somewhere in between those two 
extremes. Christian pastors and leaders should neither 

give everyone a free pass to divorce as often as they wish, 
nor should they condemn those who are not able to hold 
their marriage together. I guess we really need to look 
again at Rule Number Three ï the ñmodelingò and 
teachingò role of Christian clergy and leaders. Every par-
ish ought to hold marriage in the highest regard, teach-
ing and preaching its importance, providing seminars 
and classes on marriage enrichment, providing counsel-
ing for people struggling with their marriages, and offer-
ing compassion and prayer for those who donôt make it 
to the ñuntil death do us part.ò 

Luke and Pat Lucas ARE WONDERFUL PEOPLE. 
They have not committed adultery or had an affair. They 
have undergone counseling over the years. But in the 
end, they have now legally separated. And in the midst 
of the turmoil, Luke resigned as Associate Rector of 
Epiphany. So what do we do now? Here are some sugges-
tions: 

1. We need to continue our love and support for 
Luke and Pat, and pray for them daily as they go 
through this tough period. 

2. We should neither minimize their separation, 
nor condemn them for the apparent failure of 
their marriage. 

3. We need to resolve to strengthen our own mar-
riages, learning all we can about our relationship 
and how to sustain it. 

4. We need to ask the Holy Spirit to assist us in 
ñcleaving to one another.ò 

5. We need to do what we can to model and teach 
our children and others the beauty of Christian 
marriage, and get counseling help if we feel that 
our marriage is threatened. 

My brothers and sisters, there are a number of excel-
lent books, DVDs, and CDs dealing with lifelong Chris-
tian marriage and family. The Epiphany staff will be do-
ing some exploring to assist you with resources, and will, 
in subsequent newsletters, share these resources with 
you. I have always respected the resources presented by 
the organization called ñFocus on the Family.ò Also, Mar-
riage Encounter and A Weekend to Remember offer good 
suggestions on enriching our relationships. At my July 24
-25 parish visitation to Epiphany, Iôll focus on Christian 
marriage. And when Mary Ellen and I lead the October 
22-24 Epiphany Retreat, weôll cover a lot in the areas of 
marriage, family, and healing. 

May God bless us, every one, as we live in love as 
Christians in this difficult Twenty-First Century. 

Bishop Dave Bena 
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It Time to Plan for the Family to Retreat!!  
22 to 24 October  

If you have gone on the Epiphany Family Retreat in recent 
years ï we have a surprise for you!  This year we will travel to 
West Virginia to The Concord Retreat (http://
www.concordretreat.com/)  a facility just about 30 minutes past 
Winchester in the Potomac Highlands. The facility is a bit more 
rustic than Massanetta Springs and may take a little getting used 
to but our Retreat planners, Judy Schulenbuerg and Renee Tas-
sone, promise that all our needs will be met and most impor-
tant, that we will meet God on this journey together. 

The theme for this year is New Beginnings, with special guest speaker Bishop David Bena and his lovely wife 
Mary Ellen. Bishop Bena will speak about how we can come together as a family to learn, heal, blossom, and begin 
afresh. Known for his positive attitude and inspirational leadership, it is a tremendous gift of his time to the 
Epiphany family.  

So mark your calendars and plan for time to learn, eat, play games, paintball, eat, fellowship and trade in those 
busy weekend hours in Virginia for a refreshing time in West Virginia. Did we mention there will be great food???  
The Retreat fees are still in the works so keep your eyes open for announcements in the Candle and online at the 
Epiphany home page (http://www.epiphany-herndon.org/home) as well as registration forms in the foyer. Single? 
Donôt let that keep you away either. No kids ï no problem ï we will find some for you to adopt. Finally ï please 
contact Judy or Renee if you would love to lend a hand to make this all happen.  

Meet the Interns  
By Brittney Marcum 

So there's a rumor going around that there might be 
some new youth group interns at Epiphany. Well let me 

tell you it isn't a rumor. We've got 
two awesome interns working with us 
this summer, Sarah and Matt. 

Sarah is originally from Centreville, 
Virginia and currently is a senior at-
tending University of Wisconsin. She 
is majoring in nursing and will offi-
cially graduate May 2012. She is look-
ing forward to all the trips and getting 

to know all the kids in the youth group. She is hoping to 
help the kids experience God in different ways. When 
she returns to school she will continue to be  part of the 
Air Force ROTC. 

Matt is originally from Fairfax, Vir-
ginia and also is a senior, but is at-
tending George Mason. He will 
graduate in May 2011. He is major-
ing in sports management. Matt also 
is  looking forward to all the trips 
during the summer. He is hoping to 
impact the lives of the children 
through God. During the summer 
and after summer he will be plan-

ning his wedding to his fiancé, Abby. 

Our love and sympathy are extended to  
Ken King and family on the death of his mother, Elizabeth on June 2, 2010  

Rest eternal grant her, O Lord,  

and let light perpetual shine upon her. 

http://www.epiphany-herndon.org/home
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Menõs Activities 

Group Meets  Contact  Comments  

Epiphany  

Woodworkers 

Saturdays,  

7:30 AM  

3rd Floor  

Paul Petersen  

703-481-8290  

petersenp@verizon.net 

If you enjoy working with wood, come join us!  Our 
projects have included: building wooden canoes, altar 
tables and other church furniture, and crosses given 
as farewell gifts by Abp Akanola to his subordinate 
bishops. 

Band of  

Brothers  

Fellowship 

Saturdays,  

07:30 - 09:00  

Staff Lounge 

Dave Bassert  

703-426-8122  

David.bassert@gdit.com 

Come join us for a time of song and lively discus-
sion.  Discussions focus on issues which are relevant 
to our Christian life together and how we as men can 
better serve and lead our families and community. 
The guys in the Live Oak band provide the music.  If 
you play an instrument, bring it and sit in!  Weôll keep 
the coffee pot on for you!  

To join the Menõs Contact List:  Brian Arnold rbarnold@mac.com  

Menõs Ministry Questions:  Dave Bassert David.bassert@gdit.com  703-426-8122  

Womenõs Ministry Activities 

Group Time & Location Contact 
Bible Studies  Every Tuesdayð9:30-11:00 am 

Every Thursdayð7:00 am 

Gin Edmunds corvett20@cox.net 

 

Mondays from 8 AM to 9:30 AM at Maria Luisa 
Torabi's home.   

Pat Meyer phm@phmlcsw.com  or  

Malu Torabi marialuisatorabi@yahoo.com 

Praying Mothers of Adult 

Children 

4th Wednesday of month rotated among members Barb Ensor Barbara.ensor@fairfaxcounty.gov 

Epiphany Readers Call for information Kathie Bumgardner kdb12506@cox.net 

Spiritual Journaling Day or evening meetings - Small groups (8-10) 
meet 2 hr/month 

Melanie Miller  mewm1@verizon.net 

Seasons January, April, July , October ï 3rd Tuesday  Jo Arpee jo@arpee.org 

Contingency Planning  
Dear Epiphany Family, 

In light of the current court rulings concerning our church property, Father Robin and the church staff have 
created a Contingency Plan for Epiphany to ensure congregational services and activities can continue should a 
disruptive event occur. 

The Plan is detailed and outlines the staffôs current responsibilities and defines what actions need to be taken 
in order for our ministry, preschool, and operations to continue without interruption.  The Vestry has spoken 
with other churches in the area and, as part of the Contingency Plan, will identify an alternate location for us to 
worship. 

It is in the best interest of Epiphany to have a Contingency Plan for our operations in case there is any type of 
disruption that would prevent us from using our buildings. 

We plan to keep the congregation informed as to the status of our contingency plans should it become neces-
sary they be executed. 

We all hope and pray that we will never have to execute these plans. 

 

Blessings, 

David Weddington 

Coordinator, Contingency Planning 

mailto:petersenp@verizon.net
mailto:David.bassert@gdit.com
mailto:rbarnold@mac.com
mailto:David.bassert@gdit.com
mailto:corvett20@cox.net
mailto:phm@phmlcsw.com
mailto:marialuisatorabi@yahoo.com
mailto:Barbara.ensor@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:kdb12506@cox.net
mailto:jo@arpee.org


July-August 2010  Epiphany STAR Page 9 

 

Waiting  
 

Dr. Hugo Heyrman, Waiting, 2006, 
acrylic paint on paper (21 x 29,7 cm.) 

http://www.doctorhugo.org/
synaesthesia/art2/Waiting.jpg 

Psalm 130: 5 -8 

ñI pray to Godðmy life a prayerð 
and wait for what heôll say and do. 
My lifeôs on the line before God, my 
Lord, waiting and watching till 
morning, waiting and watching till 
morning. O Israel, wait and watch 
for Godð with Godôs arrival comes 
love, with Godôs arrival comes gener-
ous redemption.  No doubt about 
itðheôll redeem Israel, buy back Is-
rael from captivity to sin.ò 

Psalm 62: 5 -6 

ñLet all that I am wait quietly be-
fore God, for my hope is in him. He 
alone is my rock and my salvation, 
my fortress where I will not be 
shaken.ò 

Isaiah 40: 31  

ñBut those who wait upon God 
get fresh strength. They spread their 
wings and soar like eagles, they run 
and donôt get tired, they walk and 
donôt lag behind.ò 

No one likes to wait. 
We live in an instant society 

where we expect everything when we 
want it, just how we want it, and 
right when we want it. 

I have a friend who was once 
punished by his parents when he was 
a teenager by having his internet con-
nection downgraded to a slower 
speed. He had to wait for everything 
as he surfed the net. It drove him 
crazy and worked to deter him from 
stepping out of line with his parents 
ever again. 

No one likes to wait on anyone 
or anything. It is just not fun or im-
mediately gratifying. 

Our relationships with Jesus are 
no different. We do not like waiting 
on God. We want God to answer 
our prayers and to meet our needs 
and our desires on our schedules and 
on our time table. 

One of my favorite songs by Tom 
Petty is ñThe Waiting.ò Iôm listening 
to this song right now as I write 
this. This is how the songôs cho-
rus goes: ñThe waiting is the hardest 
part. Every day you see one more 
card. You take it on faith. You take it 
to the heart. The waiting is the hard-
est part.ò I remember being particu-
larly fond of this song when my wife 
and I were engaged to be married. I 
hated the waiting. I wanted to begin 
our life together forever immedi-
ately. I had no interest in waiting, 
but I did, because she is worth the 
wait. 

We wait for those things that are 
important and have promise, donôt 
we? 

In Psalm 130, verses five through 
eight, the Psalmist waits patiently for 
the Lord with assurance that God 
will come and meet him and show 
him love and redemption. Like those 
who wait for the morning with quiet 
assurance that it is coming, just like 

it always has day after day, the Psalm-
ist expects God and eagerly awaits 
His coming presence. The Psalmist, 
like Tom Petty in ñThe Waiting,ò 
takes God on faith and takes Godôs 
nature of love and redemption to 
heart. For the Psalmist and for us, 
God is a sure thing and not a gamble 
at all. The ñcards are always in our 
favorò with Him. The psalmist, like 
my eager anticipation for a life of 
love and joy with my future bride, 
knows that God is worth the wait 
and that His promise is sure. The 
Psalmist knows that Godôs redemp-
tion and love is coming. It is right 
around the corner like the dawning 
of a new day. 

Dr. Hugo Heyrman, in his paint-
ing ñWaiting,ò seen here or above, 
captures the emotion of waiting very 
well. The painting is blurry, unclear, 
and is out of focus and is abstract in 
nature. Waiting can feel unfocused, 
unclear, and abstract. In looking at 
this picture you get a sense of loneli-
ness and uncertainty. Waiting can 
feel uncertain. Waiting can also feel 
lonely; like a watchman waiting for 
the morning, to be relieved from his 
duties, can feel lonely. Dr. Hugo de-
scribes art this way, ñArt connects 
past and future, the known and the 
unknown (Dr. Hugo).ò We see this 
in Hugoôs work ñWaitingò as we are 
left wondering: ñWhere has the 
woman in this painting been? Where 
is she going? What is she waiting 
for?ò and ñWill what she is waiting 
for ever come?ò This painting has us 
thinking about waiting. Like actual 
waiting, the painting ñWaitingò has 
us thinking about the past and the 
future, and the known and un-
knowns of life. We ask ourselves, 
ñWhere has God been at 
work? Where is God now? Will God 
come through?ò and ñWhere will 
God lead next?ò 

(Continued on page 10) 

http://robbiepruitt.blogspot.com/2010/05/waiting.html
http://www.doctorhugo.org/synaesthesia/art2/index.html
http://www.doctorhugo.org/synaesthesia/art2/Waiting.jpg
http://www.doctorhugo.org/synaesthesia/art2/Waiting.jpg
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20130:5-6&version=NIV
http://www.doctorhugo.org/synaesthesia/art2/index.html
http://www.doctorhugo.org/synaesthesia/art2/Waiting.jpg
http://www.doctorhugo.org/synaesthesia/art2/Waiting.jpg
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Christmas in April ð Transforming Homes and Lives  

April 29th a group of men, women, 
teens, and children gathered at a 
house in Falls Church to transform an 
elderly womanôs home into something 
more livable and safe. Under the lead-
ership of Tom Conlon and Justin But-
ler the team tore out and restored a 

basement bathroom, 
repaired a roof, remod-
eled a kitchen and 
painted a bedroom. 
Justin led the teams to 
demolish the bathroom 
wall, repaired the shower 
and sink, put in a new 

ceiling and tiledðall of which required a return trip to 
finish the job. David Bassett climbed up on the roof to 

protect the home form leaks 
while Harlan Carvey and his 
team repaired 
drawers and 
cabinets in the 
kitchen. Not to 
be outdone by 
the men, Gin 

Edmonds guided another group outdoors to 
clean the back yardðtearing up roots, re-

planting azalea bushes and 
turning it into a place of 
beauty. It took a team of 
many more hands doing 
many things over the long 
day to change this dated 
home into a place for safe 

living and com-
fort. Mrs. Brown expressed her 
appreciation over and over to eve-
ryone for doing Godôs work and 
making her feel so special. This 
was a real opportunity to bring the 
talents and gifts God has blessed 
us with and 
pass along the 
blessing to an-
other. The giv-

ing doesnôt stop with this one house 
though. Many were 
heard to ask how we 
could do something 
like this more frequently and for our 
own families in need. In the mean time, 
Tom and Justin are already thinking 
about next year and invite you to talk to 
them more about this ministry.  

In Psalm 62, verses five through 
six, the Psalmist, David, proclaims 
that God is his hope, his rock, his 
salvation, and his fortress. Waiting 
can bring with it uneasy and fearful 
feelings of unrest. Waiting can be a 
scary place of darkness like the night, 
but the morning does come. God is 
our protection. God is our 
hope. God is our foundation and 
God is our security. God is our light 
in the darkness of waiting. As John 
says in Revelation, ñGod is our 
Bright Morning Star (Revelation 
22:16, 21:23).ò It is God who is the 
ñDawning of Our New Day.ò It is 
God who we are waiting on. It is 
God who is our life (John 14:6), and 
God is worth our waiting. 

Our identities and our purpose in 
life are found in God (Colossians 
3:3).When we wait on God, we find 
ourselves, our lives, and our purpose 
in Him (Matthew 16:24-26). Our life 
is as a prayer to God, as the Psalmist 
says in Psalm 130, verse five. In our 
waiting God comes to us, and in 
turn, we find ourselves as we are 
truly supposed to be (1 John 3:2-
3). Our lives are indeed ñon the line 
before Godò and our hope is in Him 
alone (Psalm 130:5-6). Or as Isaiah 
says this, ñThose who wait upon God 
get fresh strength. They spread their 
wings and soar like eagles, they run 
and donôt get tired, they walk and 
donôt lag behind (Isaiah 
40:31).ò Those who wait fly; they 
soar. Those who wait live. 

May we wait on God and find 
ourselves, and our life, there where 
God meets us. 

Waiting on the Lord, 

Robbie 
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Summer Programs  2010  

AN INCREDIBLE SUMMER! 

Join the Youth Ministries in July for two great sum-
mer camp opportunities: Camp Bennett July 5th ï 9th 
and Seneca High Adventure Christian Camp July 26th ï 
30th.  Also in June, July, and August be on the lookout 
for our incredible Adventure Trips June 29th and 30th, 
July 12th -16th , and August 3rd and 4th with our Youth 
Adventure Discipleship program. We will be canoeing, 
mountain climbing, mountain biking, backpacking, and 
hiking throughout these adventures.  It is going to be a 
great summer of fun and learning. We will see you 
there! 

YOUTH SUMMER CALENDAR 2010 

¶ July 5th -9thð Local mis-
sion trip to Camp Ben-
nett, the cost is $125, 
includes program, build-
ing supplies, lodging, 
food, and transportation, 
financial assistance is 
available. 

¶ July 15th -18thðAdventure Discipleship Backpacking 
trip , the cost is $125. And includes transportation, 
gear, food, maps, and supplies, space is limited to 8 
people and financial assistance is available. 

¶ July 26th -30th  ðYouth trip to Seneca High Adven-
ture Christian 
Camp in WV, 
(SHACC), the 
cost is $350, and 
includes program, lodging, food, and transportation, 
financial assistance is available. 

¶ August 2nd-6th  ðVacation Bible School Volunteer 
Opportunity and Volunteer Appreciation Day 

Trips, Tuesday and Wednesday the 3rd-4th from 1:00-
6:30pm, these trips are free for VBS volunteers only! 

*The cost is $10.00 per trip for all others, financial assis-
tance is available. Please pack your own lunch and snacks 
and bring 2 liters of water. 

¶ August 10th ðKings Dominion Trip  

Check out our new web site:  

http://www.epiphany -herndon.org/youth  

July 

~ 5th-9th: Camp Bennett, Mission Trip 

~ 15th-18th: Adventures Trips, Big Backpacking Adventure 

~ 26th-30th: Seneca High Adventure Christian Camp 

~ 25th: Confirmation, with Bishop Bena 

August  

~ 2nd-6th: VBS, A Volunteer Opportunity 

~ 3rd and 4th: VBS Adventures 

~ 10th: Kings Dominion 

~ Urban Adventure Trips 

~ Small Group Outings (call if interested) 

For more information on any of these programs or to 
RSVP, please call Robbie at the Church of the Epiphany 
Youth Ministry Office at 703-481-8601 Ext. 113, 
stay411@msn.com, or visit us on Facebook at http://
www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=7336434219, or 
visit our web site at http://www.epiphany-herndon.org/
youth.  
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BIRTHDAYS 

July 
  2 Carl Bess 
 Clayton James 
 Zachary Krukowski 
4 Jane Pawlukiewicz 
6 Bethany Apelquist 
 Mary Frances Hughlett 
 Lloyd Tenaglia 
 Libby Zimermann 
7  James Judkins 
 Monica Judkins 
 Carolyn Pantzer 
9 Ken King 
10   Carole Menzel 
11   Sarah Christel 
12   Andrew Coffee 
 Colleen Monaghan 
 Nicole Rhoads 
13 Eldon Mack 
16 Neil Reutter 
17 Kelly Derrick 
 Fred Frankenfield 
 George Hamlin 
18 Barbara Oliphant 
20 Ann Guest 
23 Harold Hughlett 
24 Carol William 
25 Keith Dougherty 
 Amelia Hamby 
27 James Arpee 
 Marshall Cottingham 
29 V.J. Johnson 
 Christopher Osborn 

August 
1 Stacey Allen 
 Stephen Antal 
 Sarah Hix 
 Matt King 
2 Fred Apelquist 
3 Roger Kodat 
 Matt Miller 
 John Newton 
5 Doric Caron 
 Kevin Peake 

7 Jordan Boddie 
8 Sheila Crawford 
9 Dennis McNeely 
 James Roberts 
 Susan Sullivan 
 John Ticer 
10 Norma Davis 
11 Krystal Apelquist 
 Julia Christel 
 Bob Kiel 
 Jessica Monroe 
 Severn Rash 
 Erin Schultz 
 Laura Woodard 
12 Jacob Norcini 
 Nancy Saunders 
13   Cary Cottingham 
 Gin Edmunds 
 Lisa Ellis 
 Kate Opiphant 
 Park Ticer 
14 Joseph Caron 
 Lesley Ermalinski 
 Jessica Peake 
 Daniel Simonds 
15 Richard Daugherty 
 Betsey Kodat 
16 Chloe Osborn 
 Brian Saddler 
17 Reginald Grier 
18 Ellen Harrison 
21 David Rhoads 
 Jeanne Trimble 
22 Julie Judkins 
24 Rob Pantzer 
25 Katherine Bixler 
 Jan Welch 
27 Connor Cragg 
28 Darby Arnold 
 Mike Green 
 Vicki Jubanowsky 
29 David Bassert 
 Gabriel Luebbe 
 Mark Oliphant 
30 Jorden Butler 
 Christina Cummings 
31 Renee Tassone 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

July 

1   Bill & Gin Edmunds 
 Doric & Kathleen Caron 
4 Steven & Sheila Mentzerl 
6 Paul & Martha Petersen 
9 Kelly & Jane Derrick 
13 Roger & Betsey Kodat 
15 Robert & Lee Baumgartner 
17 James & Patricia Roberts 
21 Richard & Susan Daugherty 
25 Tom & Laura Thomas 
27 Mark & Rachel Syska 
28 Scott & Jan Reiter 
30 Shervan & Maria Torabi 

August  
1 Jim & Care Murphy 
2 Greg & Pam Conrad 
 Tracy & Kristen Locklin 
9 Frank & Kay Cochran 
10   Ron & Jennifer Campbell 
 Chad & Tresa Krukowski 
13   Brian & Babette Arnold 
18 Thomas & Lissandrea Wentland 
20   Bruce & Leslie Johnson 
 Keith & Carole Menzel 
 Sam & Marilyn Tangonan 
 Duane & Jennifer Tenney 
21 Matt & Kay Miller 
22 Ed & Pat Stachew 
23 Bill & Julie Kesterson 
25 John & Tammie Morris 
 Alex & Barbara Peake 
26 David & Diane Reed 
27 Freeman & Veronica James 
28 Richard & Kanen Cragg 
31 David & Linda Bassert 



Church of the Epiphany, Herndon 
A member of the Anglican Communion  

3301 Hidden Meadows Drive 

Herndon, VA 20171 

Phone: 703-481-8601 

Visit our website at epiphany-herndon.org 

To STAND for Jesus Christ,  

GROW together as God's family 

and  

MAKE HIM KNOWN through the 

power of the Holy Spirit 

Sunday Worship Schedule  
8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer with Eucharist  

9:00 a.m. Christian Education  

10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer with Eucharist  

Last Sunday of the Month @ 5:00 p.m. Worship and Eucharist   

E-Mail us at:   

 Rev. Robin Rauh, Rector: RRauh@His-Star.org 

 Rev. David Welch, Parish Deacon: DWelch@His-Star.org 

 Betsy Zimermann, Parish Secretary: Betsy@His-Star.org 

 Anne Bracy, Executive Assistant to the Rector: ABracy@His-Star.org 

 Babette Arnold, Children Ministries: BArnold@His-Star.org 

 Jimmy Crawford, Minister of Music: JCrawford@His-Star.org 

 Robbie Pruitt, Director of Youth Ministries: RPruitt@His-Star.org 

 Janice Monaghan, Financial Administrator: JMonaghan@His-Star.org 

 Patrick Condemi, Building Manager: PCondemi@His-Star.org 

July 4  ........................................ Independence Day 
July 5  ..................................... Parish Office Closed 
July 6-9 ........................... Pre-School Summer Camp 
July 13 .............................................. Vestry Meeting 
July 17 ...................... Compassion Trip to Tanzania 
July 19-24 ............................................. CANA Council 
August 2-6 .................................. Vacation Bible School 
August 10 .............................................. Vestry Meeting 
September 6 ..................................................... Labor Day 
September 14 ........................................... Vestry Meeting 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars  

Publishing Information  

The Epiphany STAR is published monthly and 
contains articles and information of what God has 
and is doing in us and through us as the Epiphany 
Family.  It is intended to encourage each of us in 
our ministry and discipleship by relating how God 
is working in the midst of us.  The Epiphany Can-
dle is published weekly by email highlighting what 
is coming in the days ahead at Epiphany and other 
information that the staff and vestry feel is impor-
tant to emphasize.   

Subscription requests may be submitted to 
TheStar@His-Star.org  

Deadlines: 
STAR ð15th of the month.   

Bulletin & CandleðMonday, 8 am. 

The next issue is the September issue. 

Deadline: August 15th 

mailto:TheStar@Epiphany-Herndon.org

