
 ñI do not ask for these only, but 
also for those who will believe in me 
through their word, that they may all be 
one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I 
in you, that they also may be in us, so 
that the world may believe that you have 
sent me.      --John 17:20-21 

A s much as Americans love 
individuality and choice we also long for 
social harmony.  We instinctively move 
toward people like us in a room full of 
strangers.  We get frustrated with 
political disunity in Washington.  
Culturally, we live in an swirl of 
individual beliefs based on ones own 
ñtruthò rather than a common set of 
values or principles. Jesusô prayer for His 
followers shows us something different.  
He does not pray for uniformity nor for 
sentimental niceness. Notice, the prayer 
of Jesus isnôt for us to make something 
with His help- its to Receive what Heôs 
already won for us at great Cost. 

On the Cross Jesus won our 
forgiveness and gave us a place with our 
Father and with each other. He is 
praying for our unity in Him and, by 
implication, for our unity with each 
other.  The Gospel of John expresses 
this through the use of the New 
Testament Greek word ñHeisò= the first 
cardinal number.  It means ñunion and 
concordò.  Itôs a picture of a group of 
people living and working in harmony.  
Itôs a complementary relationship- a 
community of living together in the 
Spirit. God gives us this kind of unique 

connection through our relationship 
with Him. We receive it from Him.  This 
was so important to St. Paul that he 
wrote from prison to the early followers 
of Jesus: 

 ñI therefore, a prisoner for the 
Lord, urge you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling to which you have 
been called, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with 
one another in love,  eager to maintain 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.ò    --Eph. 4:1-3 

The same form of the word ñoneò 
used in John is used in this passage.  
ñUnityò describes a unique Christian 
community founded on the nature of 
God in Jesus.  To ñmaintainò means to 
ñexert oneself to guard somethingò- its 
not a disinterested ñmaintenance 
mentalityò- its guarding something that is 
received from another in love.  Its 
precious because it reflects the Giver 
Himself.  Christian Community is being 
in God and in each other by virtue of 
what Heôs made. 

W hen I was in Israel on a study 
trip last year, I saw how the stones of the 
Temple were perfectly one in the way 
they fit.  The Bible tells us how the 
Temple stones had to be cut off site so 
the construction location would be 
preserved as a place of holiness.  So when 
the stones arrived, they already fit into 
each other perfectly.  

ñWhen the house was built, it was 

(Continued on page 2) 
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with stone prepared at the quarry, so that neither 
hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron was heard in the 
house while it was being built.ò     --1 Kings 6:7 

It is a perfect illustration of Church being ñperfectly 
oneò.  Peter picked up on this image when writing to 
the new Christians who were undergoing persecution: 

òCome to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of 
God's temple. He was rejected by the people, but he is 
precious to God who chose him.  And now God is 
building you, as living stones, into his spiritual temple.ò 
What's more, you are God's holy priests, who offer the 
spiritual sacrifices that please him because of Jesus 
Christ.ò          --2 Peter 2:4-5 

Every other political or religious ñsystemò maneuvers 
people into serving the particular ends of the 
organization.  Only in the Kingdom are we ñLiving 
Stonesò fitting together for the purpose of showing the 
love of God.  Jesus continues His prayer for us with 
these words: 

ñI in them and you in me, that they may become 
perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent 
me and loved them even as you loved me.ò        --v. 23 

Jesus is praying for Unity between Christians based 
on His own nature and existenceðthe Community 
within Himself, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit- the 
Trinity of Persons, yet One God. 

ñI do not ask for these only, but also for those who 
will believe in me through their word, that they may all 
be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that 
they also may be in us, so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me.ò   --v. 20, 21 

J esus is appealing to the Nature of Himself- God is 
a community of being within Himself.  God pre-exists 
time itself.  As a Trinity, God was always loving, giving, 
glorifying and Heôs created us in His image.  Thatôs why 
Christian community is a supernatural gift.  Itôs not 
something we can make.  We can only receive it because 
it reflects His nature. 

ñThe glory that you have given me I have given to 
them, that they may be one even as we are one,  I in 
them and you in me, that they may become perfectly 
one, so that the world may know that you sent me and 
loved them even as you loved me.ò --v. 22, 23 

Have you ever heard the expression describing 
someone as ñcut from the same clothò? 

"Listen to me, all who hope for deliverance--all who 

seek the LORD! Consider the quarry from which you 
were mined, the rock from which you were cut!ò                 
---Isaiah 51:1 (NLT) 

Christians are cut from the same Rock.  Thatôs how 
God fits us together under Christ.  Community is not 
easy- not easy for a rock too be chiseled into a stone that 
fits perfectly with another.  Thatôs the quarrying, fitting 
together- pieces get knocked off.  Itôs like a rock tumbler- 
uncomfortable.  Itôs why St. Paul, talking about the need 
to Grow Together as a Community writes to the early 
Christians saying: 

 ñInstead, we will hold to the truth in love, 
becoming more and more in every way like Christ, who 
is the head of his body, the church. 16 Under his 
direction, the whole body is fitted together perfectly. 
As each part does its own special work, it helps the 
other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and 
growing and full of love.ò         --Eph. 4:15 (NLT) 

T he rock tumbler of Christian community helps 
us to grow together with complimentary and diverse 
contributions.  As we follow the prompting of Godôs 
Spirit and try out different opportunities to minister 
that fit our motivations and gifts, we are fitted into 
something larger than ourselves- His Temple.  Our unity 
is found in the common experience of Risen Christ. Itôs 
the changed lives by Standing for the Christ, Growing 
Together and making Him known to our neighbors and 
colleagues.  This is all shaped at the quarry of Godôs 
sovereign purpose.  And it is a perfect fit- a unique unity 
we receive.  We maintain it and guard it by being honest 
with each other, loving and forgiving. 

Where is God blessing His Community here?  What 
do you experience the Holy Spirit exciting in your heart?  
It might be Small Groups; outreach to the 
neighborhood, the school reaching little kids and 
parents.  Wherever it is- thatôs the place to follow and to 
grow together as the Christian Community God has 
given us. 

The Peace of our Lord be with you. 

 Robin+ 

(Continued from page 1) 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/tools/printerFriendly.cfm?b=Eph&c=4&t=nltp
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Missions Weekend ð June 5 and 6, 2010  
The Church of the Epiphany will sponsor a Missions 

Weekend on June 5th and 6th.  

On Saturday, June 5th, from 9am to noon, all are 
invited as people from the Anglican District of Virginia 
churches will be discussing their interest and/or involve-
ment in missions in the Middle East.  The health of the 
church varies dramatically throughout the Middle 
East.  The church is under attack but in some areas peo-
ple are boldly sharing the Gospel.  In other areas, many 
Christians have been driven out.  The first step in help-
ing our brothers and sisters is to understand the needs 
and opportunities for this part of the world.  

SAT-7 (www.sat7.org) is an organization which pro-

duces Christian TV programs in Arabic, Turkish and 
Farsi.  Tat Stewart, chairman of the Farsi channel board, 
will be discussing their mission in the Middle East.  The 
goal of the discussions will be to see how we can work 
together and support each other. 

On Sunday June 6th at the 8am and 10am ser-
vices,  Rev. Javad Pishghadamian pastor of the Iranian 
Christian Church of Washington DC, will be sharing 
what God is doing in the church in Iran and how we 
can help by praying and sharing the Gospel with Irani-
ans and other Mid-Easterners here in the United 
States.  In between the services there will be a brief me-
dia presentation and an opportunity to ask questions. 

Intercessory Prayer Letter  

Requests can now be submitted by email at a secure site, prayer_request@his-star.org, or written and left in 
the prayer request box in the Gathering Place (across from the vesting room).  All prayer requests are collected 
after the Sunday morning services and prepared for Monday morning mailing. For more information or 
questions, contact Faith Fisler at 703-591-6645 or email her at mizfiz@erols.com. 

So what are you doing Saturday 
nights?  Has finding childcare been 
ñMission Impossible?ò  Beginning June 12, 
the Marriage Mentors of Church of the 
Epiphany-Herndon, are sponsoring 10 
Great Dates to Energize Your Mar-
riage.  The program will run in the Great 

Hall on the second and fourth Saturday nights each 
month from 6:00 to 8:30 PM, beginning June 12th 
through October 23rd.    

We offer free child care, and kick-off each of your 
private dates with a short video (approximately 10-12 
minutes) that suggests marriage-enriching topics to dis-
cuss on your date. Topics include how to: choose a high-
priority marriage, communicate, resolve disagreements, 
encourage each other, build a creative love life, and bal-
ance roles of parent and partner.  Watch the video and 
have a romantic evening with just the two of you - the 
rest of the family can stay with us until 8:30 pm!  The 
first three dates are foundational, so we will also re-show 
those videos as needed.  Each week is a separate topic, so 
come to one or all of the evenings the program is of-
fered. 

The videos and companion book are a program cre-
ated by marriage experts David and Claudia Arp.  The 
program has helped thousands of couples around the 
world enrich their marriage with memory-making eve-
nings.  Whether newly wed or newly retired, quiver full 
or empty nest; sandwich generation or gen-x, parents of 
toddlers, or parents of teens,  your marriage will benefit 
from the investment in great dates.  To get the most out 
of this offering, please sign up in the Gathering Place, 
try to get the book 10 Great Dates to Energize Your 
Marriage, by David Arp (ISBN: 0310210917)  and try to 
read the chapter corresponding to the date topic before 
you arrive.  The cost is minimal, but the return is great!   

Are you looking for a way to reach your 
neighbor?  Research tells us that our unchurched 
neighbors look to the church for help in family and mar-
riage areas.  10 Great Dates is a non-threatening way to 
introduce them to the church and our many re-
sources.  Ask them to join you in signing up! 

Further information is available by calling Keith and 
Carole Menzel (703) 709-7612, emailing the Menzels at 
mentor.menzel@verizon.net, or browsing the Arpsô web-
site, www.marriagealive.com/10dates/index.cfm.  

Have Fun and Enrich Your Marriage Through 10 Great Dates!  

mailto:prayer-request@his-star.org
mailto:mizfiz@erols.com
mailto:mentor.menzel@verizon.net


June 2010  Epiphany STAR Page 4 

 

Dear Epiphany Family,  

It is with profound sadness that we 
said farewell to Fr. Luke this past Sun-
day. He has been a blessing to us all 
over the years. We know that you join 
us in praying that Godôs plan for Luke 
will continue to make use of his con-
siderable gifts in teaching, drama and 
pastoring. We pray too for his family, 
Pat, Will, Ben and Katherine, that the 

Holy Spirit will draw them close and 
shelter them in this trying time. 

The vestry is continuing our discus-
sions in the strategic planning arena. 
This month we are zeroing in on put-
ting meat to the bones of our mission 
statement - To stand for Jesus Christ, 
grow together as God's family and 
make Him known through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. We are discerning 
what it means to Stand for Christéto 
Grow Togetheréand to Make Him 
Known. We pray that our discussions 
in this area will lead to a greater un-
derstanding of Godôs will for our par-
ish and will give our community the 
energy to be a light on the corner of 
Fairfax County Parkway and Franklin 
Farm Road. 

Blessings to you all, 

Dennis McNeely 

Lisa Ellis 

The  

Wardensô  

Corner 

 

Vestry & Officers  
Senior Warden  ..... Dennis McNeely 
Junior Warden  .................. Lisa Ellis 
Chancellor ..................... David Reed 
Registrar ....................... Tom Conlon 
Worship .................. Ross Cummings 
 ................................. George Hamlin 
Education ..................... Roger Kodat 
Hospitality ........................ Bill Fetzer 
Small Groups ............. Gin Edmunds 
Lay Care Giving..... Sandra Stoddard 
 ................................... Steve Mentzer 
Parish Events ........... George Hamlin 
 .......................................... Bill Fetzer 
Outreach .................... Steve Mentzer 
Membership and Evangelism ............ 
 ...................................... Dave Bassert 
Buildings & Grounds ... David Reed 
 ..................................... Tom Conlon 

Vestry Appointed Officers  

Finance .......................... Scott Reiter 
Treasurer................. Charlie Monroe 
Assistant Treasurer ......... Tom Miller 

Searchingé.. 
Dear Epiphany Family, 

Iôve been asked by Father Robin to 
lead the process of finding an appro-
priate candidate to serve as our Associ-
ate Rector. This will not be easy. I will 
work with a core committee and con-
sult across a wide spectrum of the 
Epiphany family to find the right per-
son for our church. I would like this 
process to be as transparent as possi-
ble and will endeavor to provide up-
dates to the Parish as often as there is 
relevant information to share. This 

will all occur in Godôs time, not ours. 
In the interim, we are working with 
CANA and the ADV to identify An-
glican Clergy who can support us in a 
part-time status. I would ask each of 
you to pray for wisdom and a discern-
ing heart for everyone involved in this 
difficult task. Please do not hesitate to 
approach me with questions or sugges-
tions either in person on Sundays or 
via email at flynavy87@mac.com. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Mark Oliphant 

571.435.3700 

flynavy87@mac.com 

Our love and sympathy are extended to  
Jim Smith and family on the death of his wife, Becky on May 3, 2010  

Rest eternal grant her, O Lord,  

and let light perpetual shine upon her. 

mailto:flynavy87@mac.com
mailto:flynavy87@mac.com
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Menõs Special Interest Groups 

Group Meets  Contact  Comments  

Epiphany  

Woodworkers  

Saturdays,  
7:30 AM  
3rd Floor  

Paul Petersen  
703-481-8290  
petersenp@verizon.net 

If you enjoy working with wood, come 
join us!  Our projects have included: 
building wooden canoes, altar tables and 
other church furniture, and crosses given 
as farewell gifts by Abp Akanola to his 
subordinate bishops. 

Band of  

Brothers  

Fellowship  

Saturdays,  
07:30 - 09:00  
Staff Lounge 

Dave Bassert  
703-426-8122  
David.bassert@gdit.com 

Come join us for a time of song and 
lively discussion.  Discussions focus on 
issues which are relevant to our Christian 
life together and how we as men can bet-
ter serve and lead our families and com-
munity. The guys in the Live Oak band 
provide the music.  If you play an instru-
ment, bring it and sit in!  Weôll keep the 
coffee pot on for you!  

ADV Men's  

Spiritual Life 

Weekend  

June 4-6, 2010 Rev. John Nuzum 
703-771-9525 
Anglicandistrictofvirginia.org 
Or Dave Bassert 
David.bassert@gdit.com 

This is a great opportunity to join in fel-
lowship with men from Anglican 
churches throughout Virginia. The gath-
ering will take place in beautiful Shep-
herdstown, WV. 

To join the Menõs Contact List:  Brian Arnold rbarnold@mac.com  

Menõs Ministry Questions:  Dave Bassert David.bassert@gdit.com  703-426-8122  

Dear ADV Family, 

I wanted to thank you for making ADV's first 
"Anglican Insights" speaking event an overwhelming 
success!  We hosted Archbishop Robert Duncan, pri-
mate of the Anglican Church in North America, on 
Saturday, March 13, and he encouraged and challenged 
us to continue to build the orthodox Anglican move-
ment in the U.S. 

The event was helpful to me in providing a solid 
foundation for understanding Anglicanism, and I know 
it was for a lot of you too. 

If you are interested in seeing Archbishop Duncan 
on video or reading the transcript of his speech, those 
materials are made available at no charge at our website. 

To watch the video: anglicandistrictofvirginia.org/
pages/page.asp?page_id=109601. 

To read the transcript: anglicandistrictofvirginia.org/
pages/page.asp?page_id=108967.   

We have a number of upcoming opportunities to 
hear more about this important topic.  The next Angli-
can Insights speaker is Os Guinness, author, social critic 
and senior fellow with the EastWest Institute in New 

York.  He will join us at The Falls Church on Tuesday, 
June 8 at 7:30 pm. 

Os is sure to be a terrific resource and I hope you 
will make plans to attend.  Bring your family, friends 
and neighbors!  We want to empower and equip the 
next generation through these events and this is a great 
opportunity to share more about our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In addition, ADV is featuring monthly essays by a 
variety of sources including ADV rectors and other lead-
ers in our newsletter, ADVance.  Please encourage your 
friends and family to sign up to receive the newsletter by 
visiting our website, www.AnglicanDistrictofVirginia.org. 

ADV's goal is to define Anglicanism for the next gen-
eration, and to build a solid foundation of who we are 
as a body of believers so that we can better impact our 
communities for Christ.  I hope you'll join me and the 
ADV Synod Council in that mission. 

Jim Oakes, Chairman 

Anglican District of Virginia 

mailto:petersenp@verizon.net
mailto:David.bassert@gdit.com
http://Anglicandistrictofvirginia.org/
mailto:David.bassert@gdit.com
mailto:rbarnold@mac.com
mailto:David.bassert@gdit.com
http://anglicandistrictofvirginia.org/pages/page.asp?page_id=109601
http://anglicandistrictofvirginia.org/pages/page.asp?page_id=109601
http://anglicandistrictofvirginia.org/pages/page.asp?page_id=108967
http://anglicandistrictofvirginia.org/pages/page.asp?page_id=108967
http://www.AnglicanDistrictofVirginia.org.
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Dear Epiphany Sisters, 

Summer is almost hereðyeah!  I 
hope you have plans to take a break 
from your usual schedule. 

Dozens of women left their rou-
tine on April 16 to attend the 2010 
Womenôs Retreat.  I had a great 

time on the shore of the Chesapeake Bay, reconnecting 
with friends, making some new ones, worshipping, talk-
ing with God, sharing my life experiences, hearing about 
othersô experiences, not doing dishesðyou get the pic-
ture!   

Here are two pictures from the retreat.  The first is of 
Lisa Ellis and her daughters Kelly and Brianna (Brianna 
is carrying Kelly).  The second is, from left to right, me, 
Pat Lucas, Lisa Ellis, Babette Arnold, and Laura Kiel. 

The Tuesday morning Bible study led by Gin Ed-
munds finished their Beth Moore study last week.   This 
week weôre getting together for a potluck brunch and to 
watch a movie called ñThe Ultimate Gift.ò   

We enjoy our fellowship so much that we wondered 
about meeting during the 
summer.  Would you like to 
join us?  If so, please contact 
Hayley Ticer at 
hticer@patriot.net or 703 
255 7297.   

The Epiphany Readers are 
going strong.   They are a 
group of Christian women 
who meet the 3rd Friday of 
each month at Starbucks in 
the Fair Lakes Barnes & No-
ble. They share an interest in 
reading a mix of fiction, mys-
teries, classics, memoirs/

biographies and historical fiction. They are a support 
system for each other in good times and bad. They ar-
range field trips and community projects that enhance 
our reading experiences. As a group, they choose books 
3 times each year. They look forward to new members! 
If this sounds like a group you would enjoy being a part 
of please contact Kathie Bumgardner at 
kdb12506@cox.net or 703 648 0034. 

July seems a long way off, but itôs time to plan for the 
Summer Seasons, which meets  July 20th.  Weôre look-
ing for a host and a speaker. If you would like to do ei-
ther of these or have an inspiration for this event, please 
contact Jo Arpee at jo@arpee.org or 703 758 1606. 

In Christ,  

Hayley Ticer 

Womenõs Ministries 

Womenôs Ministry Activities 
Group Time & Location Contact 

Bible Studies  Every Tuesdayð9:30-11:00 am 

Every Thursdayð7:00 am 

Gin Edmunds corvett20@cox.net 

 

Mondays from 8 AM to 9:30 AM at Maria Luisa 
Torabi's home.   

Pat Meyer phm@phmlcsw.com  or  

Malu Torabi marialuisatorabi@yahoo.com 

Praying Mothers of Adult 

Children 

4th Wednesday of month rotated among members Barb Ensor Barbara.ensor@fairfaxcounty.gov 

Epiphany Readers Call for information Kathie Bumgardner kdb12506@cox.net 

Spiritual Journaling Day or evening meetings - Small groups (8-10) 
meet 2 hr/month 

Melanie Miller  mewm1@verizon.net 

Seasons January, April, July , October ï 3rd Tuesday  Jo Arpee jo@arpee.org 

mailto:corvett20@cox.net
mailto:phm@phmlcsw.com
mailto:marialuisatorabi@yahoo.com
mailto:Barbara.ensor@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:kdb12506@cox.net
mailto:jo@arpee.org
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Prayer in Discipleship and Transformation  

ñPray as though everything depended on God. Work 
as though everything depended on you.ò ï St. Augustine 

ñPray, and let God worryò ïMartin Luther 

ñThe effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails 
much.ò   - James 5:16 

If you ask anyone who Ananias is you might get a 
blank stare or a puzzled look. You would also get a puz-
zled look of perplexity if you asked someone who 
Monica is. However, if you ask most people if they have 
ever heard of The Apostle Paul or St. Augustine, you 
might get a very different answer, and without the looks 
of perplexity. 

Without the prayers of Ananias or Monica, you do 
not have a St. Paul or St. Augustine. What you have is a 
heathen and a womanizing reprobate, and a guy named 
Saul who likes to kill Christians for fun. The prayers of 
Ananias and St. Augustineôs mother Monica invited 
these two men, St. Paul and St. Augustine, into Godôs 
plan and purpose for their lives. Prayer is powerful and 
influences the people we live around and the world we 
live in. Prayer is our work. 

In this writing we will explore the lives of Ananias 
and Paul and the lives of St. Monica and St. 
Augustine. We will look at the role prayer played in 
their discipleship and formation, and in their life call-
ings. We will then look at how this role of prayer has 
played out in my family and my personal story of becom-
ing, and being, a disciple of Jesus Christ. We will finish 
by looking at what the implications are of prayer in mak-
ing and being disciples ourselves and what the applica-
tions are for our own lives. 

Ananias  Acts 9:10 -17 

ñThere was a disciple in Damascus by the name of 
Ananias. The Master spoke to him in a vision: 
óAnanias.ô óYes, Master?ô he answered. óGet up and go 
over to Straight Avenue. Ask at the house of Judas for a 
man from Tarsus. His name is Saul. Heôs there praying. 
He has just had a dream in which he saw a man named 
Ananias enter the house and lay hands on him so he 
could see again.ô Ananias protested, óMaster, you canôt 
be serious. Everybodyôs talking about this man and the 
terrible things heôs been doing, his reign of terror 
against your people in Jerusalem! And now heôs shown 
up here with papers from the Chief Priest that give him 
license to do the same to us.ô But the Master said, 

óDonôt ar-
gue. Go! I have 
picked him as 
my personal rep-
resentative to 
non-Jews and 
kings and 
Jews. And now 
Iôm about to 
show him what 
heôs in forðthe 
hard suffering 
that goes with 
this job.ô So 
Ananias went . . 
.ôò 

Ananias was 
available to God 
and was recep-
tive to His vision 
in prayer and in 
action. We do 
not hear a lot 
about Ananias before or after this story in Acts chapter 
nine, but he plays a pivotal role in the life of Godôs 
church.  The church would not be the same outside of 
Ananiasôs life, prayer, and obedience to Jesus. 

Prayer in the Calling of Paul  

Ananias influenced the Apostle Paul through prayer 
in these ways: 

¶ Ananias made himself available to God 

¶ Ananias was receptive to Godôs vision 

¶ Ananias said ñYesò to God and answered His call 

¶ Despite the risk and uncertainty, Ananias went 

¶ Paulôs prayer matched up with Ananiasôs prayers as 
they were both available to God in prayer 

¶ Though Ananias questioned God and was afraid, he 
ultimately listened and obeyed 

¶ Ananiasôs obedience, despite his fears and the real 
risks, helped Saul to be Paul 

St. Paul  

Paul wrote more books than any other author in the 

(Continued on page 9) 
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New Testament. Paulôs missionary 
journeys helped spread the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the entire world, 
changing the world as we know it, 
and ñturning it upside down.ò The 
Apostle Paul has shaped theological 
thought and has influenced thinkers 
for almost 2000 years. No other fig-
ure or theologian since Jesus has 
shaped Christendom the way that 
the Apostle Paul and his life and 
letters have. However, without 
Ananias, we would not have Paul, we 
would have Saul, and we would be 
living a completely different reality as 
Christians. 

St. Monica  

Who was St. Monica? St. Monica 
was St. Augustineôs mother. She is 
described as being ñA woman of 
prayer and tears (Smither, p. 93).ò 
Her supplications, her petitions to 
God, were focused on her wayward 
son, Augustine. Augustine was said 
to have reported that his mother had 
visions and dreams that her prayers 
for her son had come to fruition and 
were answered. Monica was a woman 
of prayer, character, faith, trust, and 
integrity. Monica was also a great 
listener and peacemaker. She was a 
mentor and leader of other women 
in their difficult lives and marriages.  
While Monica was such a great 
woman, she was not without fault 
and struggled with wine, being over-
bearing, and being controlling, and 
she had other sins in her life as 
well. (See Augustine as Mentor, p. 
94) 

Prayer Influence in 

Augustine  

St. Monica influenced her son 
Augustine through prayer in these 
ways: 

¶ Monica was available to God 

¶ Monica was a woman of faith 

and trust in God 

¶ Monica was a woman of prayer 
and intercession 

¶ Monica had integrity and charac-
ter 

¶ Persistence of prayer and the 
relentless pursuit of God were 
evident in Monica 

¶ While Monica was not perfect, 
she was faithful; her prayers were 
answered in her son Augustine 

St. Augustine of Hippo (354 -

430 A.D.) 

St. Augustine has influenced 
many major thinkers, theologians, 
and philosophers over the last fifteen 
centuries. While Augustine had a 
rough beginning, through his 
mother Monicaôs prayers and relent-
less pursuits of him for Jesus, 
Augustine turned out to be a man of 
faith, character, and mission. Like 
Monica, Augustine led a life of min-
istry and mentoring and a life of dis-
cipling others. Augustine also shaped 
the face of Christianity as we know 
it. St. Augustine also influenced the 
life and theology of Martin Luther, 
and thereby he influenced the refor-
mation. Augustine also influenced 
the life and theology of the Catholic 
Church. The landscape of our faith 
would have been very different with-
out Augustine. And without a St. 
Monica, there would have been no 
St. Augustine. 

St. Sylvia  

If I were to ask you who are Sylvia 
Gibson, Howard Price, or Tom 
Craig, you most likely will not know 
who these people are. However, if it 
were not for the prayers and the in-
fluence of these people, you would 
not be reading this right 
now. Without Sylvia Pruitt Gibson 
there is no Robbie Pruitt, me.  Now, 
I am not presumptuous enough, or 
arrogant enough, to think that I am 

on the same playing field as St. Paul 
or St. Augustine. What I am saying is 
that prayer changes people. Prayer 
leads people to Jesus and empowers 
them to fulfill Godôs purpose and 
mission for their life. I know this 
from personal experience. 

I should not be a believer today. I 
should probably not even be 
alive. Like Augustine, I lived a life 
characterized by sin and the pursuit 
of my own passions and desires apart 
from God. I did not want to be in a 
relationship with God, as much as I 
wanted relief from lifeôs struggles and 
pains. I found temporary and false 
relief in the bottom of a bottle, in 
friends, and in my own dreams, de-
sires, and works. My mother Sylvia, 
my grandfather Howard, and my 
youth leader Tom Craig influenced 
my life in their prayers for me and 
their influence in my life. Without 
these peopleôs influence, prayers, and 
intercessions to God on my behalf, I 
would not know Jesus today. 

My mom is a chain smoking, 
Coca Cola drinking, back pew sit-
ting, fowl mouthed saint! One of the 
greatest blessings that I have ever 
received from my mother, aside from 
her birthing me into this world, nur-
turing and caring for me, and not 
killing me when I had fully deserved 
it, is her fervent prayers for me. My 
mom blessed my sister and brother 
and I with prayer.  She tells the story 
of raising us three kids as a single 
mom in the 1980ôs in a manôs world, 
and praying that if God did not raise 
us, that it would not get done. Mom 
said, ñI told God that if He did not 
raise you kids, then it wouldnôt get 
done.ò Mom said to my brother and 
sister and me, ñLord, I canôt take 
care of them. Take them. They are 
yours!ò God answered momôs 
prayers. My sister, my brother, and I 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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are all following and serving Jesus 
today because of St. Sylvia. My mom 
is a modern day St. Monica.  With-
out my mom Sylvia, there would be 
no Robbie Pruitt following Jesus. 

An interesting side note to this 
story is my grandfatherôs prayers. My 
momôs dad Howard, a.k.a. Papa, said 
this about raising my mother and her 
brother and sister, ñLord, please let 
me live long enough to get my kids 
raised.ò My mom jokes of him re-
peating this prayer when the grand-
children started coming along, thatôs 
me. The joke continued when rumor 
has it that Granddad prayed this 
prayer again when the great grand-
children started coming along. As 
mom puts it, it looks like the con-
cern was shifting to granddad con-
tinuing on living, more than the 
grandchildren making it, my grandfa-
ther and his humor! Either way, 
however it went down; if there was 
no Papa and his prayers, there would 
be no Sylvia. 

St. Robbie and St. You  

ñBe anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and supplica-
tion, with thanksgiving, let your re-
quests be made known to God; and 
the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your 
hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus.ò ïPhilippians 4:6-7 

ñIn the same way, prayer is essen-
tial in this ongoing warfare. Pray 
hard and long. Pray for your brothers 
and sisters. Keep your eyes open. 
Keep each otherôs spirits up so that 
no one falls behind or drops out.ò 

-Ephesians 6:18 

We live in an anxious, lonely, 
sinful, disconnected, and fallen 
world. We are in an ongoing battle 
to know God and to make him 
known. We cannot push through 
without the power and presence of 

the almighty God. We must be a 
praying people. It has been said by 
Martin Luther that prayer is our 
work and that we should, ñPray, and 
let God worry.ò Martin Luther is also 
attributed as saying, though it is not 
found in his writings: ñI have so 
much to do that if I didnôt spend at 
least three hours a day in prayer I 
would never get it all done.ò It is 
clear that Ananias did the work of 
prayer and so did St. Monica. My 
mom Sylvia, my grandfather How-
ard, and my youth leader Tom did 
the work of prayer as well. We are 
also called to do the work of prayer if 
we are going to make disciples of 
Jesus. 

As followers of Jesus, we get to 
live into Godôs answered prayers for 
our lives in Him. God has answered 
so many prayers on our behalf which 
beckons our own personal obedience 
and commitment to His purposes 
and plans for life in Him. God is 
inviting us into His life and 
work. We are invited into a life of 
prayer. We get to pray and intercede 
for those we love and care about and 
we get to influence others through 
our prayers to God on their be-
half. If we are to make disciples as 
Jesus commanded us to, we must be 
a praying people, and Jesus promises 
us that He would be with us to the 
end as we make disciples of Him 
(Matthew 28:18-20). 

Discipleship and Prayer  

In order for us to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ we must: 

¶ Be faithful to walking with Jesus 
and following Him 

¶ Be available to God 

¶ Be present, accessible, and 
prayerful 

¶ Be prayerful and obedient, no 
matter what the risks are or what 
the fear is 

¶ Take time to pray, make time to 
pray 

¶ Say ñYes!ò to God and His call 
on your life to pray 

¶ Allow God to work through you 
by moving out of Godôs way 

¶ Allow God to work in you, 
through you, and despite of you 

¶ Know prayer is the work 
As we seek to follow Jesus and as 

we seek to be people of prayer, doing 
the work of prayer, we must think 
through these questions: 

¶ How are we being obedient to 
God in our prayer life? 

¶ How can we make ourselves 
more available to God in prayer 
and intercession? 

¶ Who are we leading to Jesus 
through our obedience and 
prayer? 

¶ How might the world be 
changed through our prayers? 

¶ Who do we have praying for us? 

¶ How much time are we spending 
in prayer? 

May we be people of prayer, 

Robbie 
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Summer Programs  2010  

AN INCREDIBLE SUMMER! 

Join the Youth Ministries in July for two great sum-
mer camp opportunities: Camp Bennett July 5th ï 9th 
and Seneca High Adventure Christian Camp July 26th ï 
30th.  Also in June, July, and August be on the lookout 
for our incredible Adventure Trips June 29th and 30th, 
July 12th -16th , and August 3rd and 4th with our Youth 
Adventure Discipleship program. We will be canoeing, 
mountain climbing, mountain biking, backpacking, and 
hiking throughout these adventures.  It is going to be a 
great summer of fun and learning. We will see you 
there! 

YOUTH SUMMER CALENDAR 2010 

¶ June 6thðYouth Ministry End of the Year Cookout at 
the Pony Barn in Reston to honor our graduates, 

from 5:00-8:30pm. 
Join us at our end of the year 
cook-out to honor our gradu-
ates, welcome home our college 
students, and to celebrate the 
beginning of the summer with 
our youth, their families, and 
our college and career students! 

Everyone is welcome! You will also be able to meet 
our new summer youth ministry interns Sarah and 
Matt!  We are going to have some great time of fel-
lowship, games, worship, food, and celebration. 
Bring your favorite drink, dessert, or side dish. We 
will provide the burgers, hotdogs, and plates, nap-
kins, and silverware. We are looking forward to an 
amazing cook-out this year and we are looking for-
ward to you all joining us! 
Visit the Reston Web site for directions to the Pony 
Barn and our Facebook Event Page: 

https://www.reston.org/ParksRecreationEvents/
ParksFacilities/PicnicPavilions/PonyBarn/Default.aspx?
qenc=HzT9ACzZbNs%
3D&fqenc=gJ0waUvthCOvkI0FdZBt%2FA%3D%3D 

 
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=121807971176490  
¶ June 28th-July 2ndðCamp Kids Serve Volunteer Op-

portunity and Volunteer Appreciation Day Trips, 
Tuesday and Wednesday the 29th-30th from 1:00-
6:30pm, these trips are free for Camp KidsServe vol-
unteers only! 

*The cost is $10.00 per trip for all others, financial assis-
tance is available. Please pack your own lunch and snacks 
and bring 2 liters of water. 

¶ July 5th -9thð Local mission trip to Camp Bennett, 
the cost is $125, includes program, 
building supplies, lodging, food, 
and transportation, financial assis-
tance is available. 

¶ July 12th -16thðAdventure Disci-
pleship Backpacking trip, the cost 
is $125. And includes transporta-
tion, gear, food, maps, and sup-
plies, space is limited to 8 people and financial assis-
tance is available. 

¶ July 26th -30th  ðYouth trip to Seneca High Adven-
ture Christian Camp in WV, (SHACC), the cost is 
$350, and includes pro-
gram, lodging, food, and 
transportation, financial 
assistance is available. 

¶ August 2nd-6th  ðVacation Bible School Volunteer 
Opportunity and Volunteer Appreciation Day 
Trips, Tuesday and Wednesday the 3rd-4th from 1:00-

(Continued on page 12) 
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6:30pm, these trips are free for VBS volunteers only! 
*The cost is $10.00 per trip for all others, financial assis-
tance is available. Please pack your own lunch and snacks 
and bring 2 liters of water. 

¶ August 10th ðKings Dominion Trip  

Check out our new web site:  

http://www.epiphany -herndon.org/youth  

June 

~ 6th: End of the Year Cook-Out at the Pony Barn in 

Reston 

~ 2nd, 9th, and 16th: Hang Time 

~ 1st and 8th: 9th Period 

~ 20th: Fatherôs Day 

~ 28th-2nd: Camp Kids Serve Volunteer Opportunity 

~ 29th and 30th: Adventure Day Trips, Volunteer Apprecia-

tion 

July 

~ 1st-2nd: Camp Kids Serve 

~ 5th-9th: Camp Bennett, Mission Trip 

~ 15th-18th: Adventures Trips, Big Backpacking Adventure 

~ 26th-30th: Seneca High Adventure Christian Camp 

~ 25th: Confirmation, with Bishop Bena 

August  

~ 2nd-6th: VBS, A Volunteer Opportunity 

~ 3rd and 4th: VBS Adventures 

~ 10th: Kings Dominion 

~ Urban Adventure Trips 

~ Small Group Outings (call if interested) 

For more information on any of these programs or to 
RSVP, please call Robbie at the Church of the Epiphany 
Youth Ministry Office at 703-481-8601 Ext. 113, 
stay411@msn.com, or visit us on Facebook at http://
www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=7336434219, or 
visit our web site at http://www.epiphany-herndon.org/
youth.  

(Continued from page 11) 

Financial Report  

by Scott Reiter, Finance Committee Chairman 

During the past year, the financial position of the church has improved.  Shown below is a monthly tracking 
of Net Current Assets which we consider to be the best overall measure of financial health.  It depicts the free 
cash that is available to meet any obligation.  Ideally we would like to have six months of expenses, approxi-
mately $600,000, in Net Current Assets.  We do not want this number to fall below $300,000, which is about 3 

months of expenses.  A sig-
nificant increase in giving 
during the last twelve 
months coupled with re-
duced spending has im-
proved our position from 
just over $300,000 to about 
$400,000.  In the last few 
months, Net Current Assets 
has dropped somewhat.  A 
detailed report of our finan-
cial position is presented 
monthly to the Ves-
try.   The Vestry is commit-
ted to a balanced budget 
and will adjust the budget as 
necessary to ensure our fi-
nancial soundness.  In June 
we will be adopting a budget 
for our fiscal year, July 1, 

2010 through June 30, 2011 based on an estimate of giving for the fiscal year developed from pledges.  As of this 
writing (May 23, 2010) our total pledged is $952,640.  We are still behind compared to last year.  Please look 
for future updates to see how we are doing.  
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